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first learned to live a peaceful productive life, a life in
which he found time to do other things besides struggle
for his bare existence. A life, in short, in which there was
leisure, not simply for sleeping like an animal in the sun,
but free time for using his mind and his hands for creating
new things, for inventing, improving, making, and enjoying.

Man's ability to secure this kind of leisure for everyone,
and to learn to use it creatively (that is, for making new
things), is, we shall see, the key to his progress.

History shows us that Man has found many difficulties
in his way to securing productive leisure. We shall try here
to trace and understand some of the most important.

The first of these difficulties was the need of a sufficient
and certain food supply, which brought about the struggle
between nomads and cultivators. We have seen how the
need of finding more food for themselves and their herds
forced the nomads to wander further and further afield.
When they came to know that in the river-plains nearby there
were fine fields where other men were living in plenty, they
were naturally tempted to try to take those lands for them-
selves. So, time after time in history the nomads have
invaded the lands of the cultivators. Sometimes, like Attila;
Mihiragula and Timur they have been content simply to
raid, plunder, and depart. But at other times, as in the
case pf the Moguls in India, they have come to stay, and
have become part of the very people they invaded. It was
so in England too. But in every case though the cause was
similar, the results turned out differently. Remember this,
for you will have many occasions, while reading the story
of mankind, to see that it is true.

QUESTIONS  AND  EXERCISES

i. If the total period of the existence of the earth as a separate
planet (say two thousand million years) is represented by a
straight line drawn from Gilgit to Cape Comorin, what place on
that line (starting from Gilgit) would represent approximately
the point when the first signs of life appeared on the earth?
And what place would represent the beginning of civilization?